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Global steel conferences. I’ve been to a 
few in my time and they have all been very 
inspiring in so many ways. As a magazine 
editor, the big steel events, such as the 
annual World Steel Association Conference, 
which is held in Dubai next month, and 
the CRU World Steel Conference, held 
every March, are two crucial events for any 
self-respecting journalist wishing to gain a 
broad understanding of the current state 
of the steel industry. There are, of course, 
many others... and now there’s one more.

Steel Times International is to run its 
own conference, but it’s not going to 
tread on the hallowed ground of the 
aforementioned established events – 
perish the thought! Rather than focus 
on the broader issues tackled by many 
conferences – China springs to mind – 
we will focus upon technology, and not 
‘technology’ in the wider sense of casting 
and rolling, but something known as 
Industry 4.0, or ‘smart manufacturing’ as 
they call it in the USA. 

Industry 4.0 might sound like a software 
package you can pick up from a PC store 
(life’s not that easy) but it’s much more 
than that; in fact, it is best described 

as a philosophy embracing a variety 
of different aspects of digitalisation, 
which, when joined together, form a 
digital manufacturing platform that 
brings with it greater control and greater 
effi ciencies. In short, we’re talking about 
the fourth industrial revolution. Industry 
4.0 is the next stage in the evolution of 
industrialisation. 

How well the global steel industry 
has embraced the technologies behind 
Industry 4.0 depends a great deal on 
who you talk to; some say not enough, 
while others state that steel, more so than 
any other manufacturing sector, is well 
positioned and clued up to make the most 
out of the elements involved (big data, 
the internet of things, cyber security and 
so on); it’s all a matter of ‘connectivity’ – 
another important buzzword associated 
with Industry 4.0.

But there is a need for discussion and 
that’s why we have decided to run the 
Future Steel Forum in Warsaw, Poland, 
14-15 June 2017. I am developing the 
conference programme and I want to hear 
from anybody keen on presenting a paper. 
Email me today for more details.
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