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“Robots building robots. Now that’s just stupid.”

 Matthew Moggridge
Editor

matthewmoggridge@quartzltd.com

“It’s a robot. Ash is a goddamn robot!” 
This immortal line from Ridley Scott’s Alien 
will stick with me forever, along with other 
memorable fi lm quotes that I’ll refrain 
from mentioning in this leader, although 
“My friend wants his hand back” from the 
fi rst Mad Max is worthy of recognition.
 The reason for airing the Alien quote is 
simple: steel production is moving fast 
towards greater automation and, of 
course, ‘smart manufacturing’ or ‘industry 
4.0’. We’re talking about digitalisation, 
folks, and while I would imagine the 
notion of robots replacing steelworkers 
is a long, long way off – how dangerous 
would that be? – the steel industry needs 
to get to grips with what Alvin Toffl er once 
described as ‘future shock’.

And let’s be fair to the steel industry; 
it’s not as if it hasn’t acclimatised itself to 
digitalisation. As this issue proves, there’s 
a lot of stuff being done and plenty of 
research and development going on 
surrounding the subject. 

At last year’s World Steel Conference 
in Chicago, during a discussion about 
digitalisation, I suggested via email that 
the building blocks of digitalisation were 

all in place, but what the steel industry 
lacked was connectivity. Now there’s a 
good piece of ‘Industry 4.0’ terminology. 
In other words, bringing everything 
together, linking everything up.

I mention technology and digitalisation 
and all things ‘futuristic’ for two reasons: 
one, Steel Times International will be 
organising an ‘Industry 4.0’ conference 
next year –  more details to follow, but if 
you have an idea for a presentation, email 
me soon – and two, this issue has a kind 
of ‘technology’ bias. 

There’s a lot of ‘techy’ stuff going 
on at present that shows how far the 
steel industry has progressed in terms of 
controlling the steel making process. 

This digital edition of Steel Times 
International opens a few windows on 
to the world of digital manufacturing 
and shows how technology, in various 
guises, be it Fives’ Stein Digit@l furnaces 
or Transbotics’ automated guided 
vehicles, has infi ltrated the world of steel 
production.

But let’s fi nish with a quote from Jeff 
Vintar from I, Robot. “Robots building 
robots. Now that’s just stupid.”


